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September 30, 2020 
 
Office of the Mayor 
Stephen P. Clark Government Center 
111 N.W. 1st Street, 29th Floor 
Miami, Florida 33128 
 
Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners 
Stephen P. Clark Government Center 
111 NW 1st Street, Suite 220 
Miami, Florida 33128 
 
Dear Mayor Giménez and Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners, 

It’s been almost two months since a severe fish kill in Biscayne Bay impacted dozens of species 
of marine life and caused unsightly algae blooms that drew unflattering attention to Miami-Dade 
County. Data showed low dissolved oxygen levels, driven by the build up of nutrients, and soaring 
water temperatures were to blame as the immediate cause for the devastating event.  
 
The shocking images that flooded the internet during the die-off stand at odds with what Biscayne 
Bay should be: a prized body of water that fuels billions of dollars annually into tourism, real 
estate, and marine-driven economies dependent on clean water. This event was not normal — 
and it demands meaningful action.  
 
Scientists have been sounding the alarm that Biscayne Bay was approaching a "tipping point" for 
years, and this fish kill is just the latest in a string of harmful events that indicate an ecosystem in 
distress. 
 
Historic freshwater sheetflow that filtered through the Everglades into Biscayne Bay, maintaining 
water quality and supporting thriving marine life, has been disrupted by human activity and 
alteration of natural flows. Today, freshwater flow into Biscayne Bay is greatly reduced and 
largely dependent on canal discharges that are often ripe with high nutrient and bacteria levels 
acquired as they pass through urbanized areas on their way to the Bay.  
 
Changes in freshwater flow and lack of natural filtration have had devastating impacts on 
seagrass in the Bay, causing the natural ecosystem to become algae-dominant. That has led to a 
cascading trend of negative events including massive seagrass die-offs and subsequent algal 
blooms. As Miami Waterkeeper points out, “This is the tipping point about which scientists have 
been warning.” 
 
This time, we must take action on their advice. 
 
On September 2, 2020, Friends of the Everglades joined Miami Waterkeeper and dozens of 
representatives from science and education institutions and environmental organizations in 
signing a consensus statement that calls for the following remedies for Biscayne Bay: 

● Curtail sewage leaks 
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● Convert septic tanks to centralized wastewater treatment 
● Clean and treat stormwater 
● Reduce fertilizer overuse 

 
While we recognize that many of these solutions will take concerted time, effort, and money to 
complete, we feel it is inexcusable that, in the face of Biscayne Bay's near-death state, 
Miami-Dade County has yet to pass a fertilizer ordinance. In Florida, 139 municipalities and 32 
counties have passed fertilizer ordinances since 2007. Just over half of municipal ordinances 
include rainy season bans. Miami-Dade is one of the last regions without an ordinance. This is 
low-hanging fruit. We join the call for an immediate ordinance to be put in place and encourage 
quick action to establish larger restoration efforts to protect Biscayne Bay more permanently. 
 
We respectfully remind this commission that there is no time to waste. Recent reports concluded 
that in certain spots, up to 93 percent of Biscayne Bay’s seagrass is dead. Without that critically 
important baseline species, we run the risk of permanently losing Biscayne Bay, and over a 
dozen threatened and endangered species that call it home. The recent fish kill was a distress 
call that can no longer be ignored.  
 
For the sake of this treasured waterway, act now to save Biscayne Bay from total collapse. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Eve Samples 
Executive Director, Friends of the Everglades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

900 SE Federal Hwy., Suite 323, Stuart, FL 34994 
 
 305) 669-0858 info@everglades.org www.everglades.org 

 

http://www.miamidade.gov/govaction/legistarfiles/Matters/Y2019/190191.pdf

